RETURNING HOME TO THE USA 
When you return home to the USA with your child(ren), you will be mailed the EAC “Post Placement Guidebook”.  The Guidebook outlines several important post adoption steps which need to be completed.  For your information these steps will  include:
Parental Post Placement Reports
Every adoptive family is required to complete Parental Post Placement Reports and submit reports along with four (4) photographs of your child to EAC every month following your month of adoption for one year.  After your family’s one year anniversary date, families are required to send quarterly (4 times a year) Parental Post Placement Reports and pictures for the second and third year following adoption finalization.

Social Worker Post Placement Reports

Every adoptive family is required to meet with the social worker who completed your adoptive Home Study five (5)  times upon adoption completion.  The Social Worker is required to meet your family and discuss the adoptive placement as well as any other concerns your family may have over the adjustment of your child.  The visits serve as an opportunity for your family to discuss your child’s achievements, progress, and areas of concern.  The visits also allow your family to receive pertinent information and advice on adoption issues and referral resources in your family’s community.  Your family will met with the social worker during the six (6) week, four (4) month, ten (10) months, twenty-second (22) month, and thirty-fourth (34) months following the adoption.  
American Birth Certificate
Contact your local County Probate Court, Child and Family Services Department, to apply for an American Birth Certificate for your child.  Child and Family Services will further advise which documents to provide.  Depending on your local County’s rules, re-adoption through your local county probate court may be necessary to retrieve an American Birth Certificate for your child.  Some counties may require you to complete additional paperwork for the county to recognize the foreign adoption by the county prior to issuing an American Birth Certificate.  A legal Name Change may also be required by your local probate court.  In other counties, the local probate court requires the adoptive family to hire a lawyer to assist in the re-adoption process.  Please contact your local county for their requirements.

It is important to re-adopt and/or apply for an American Birth Certificate for several reasons.  For many families, re-adoption is required by the county in which you reside in and sometimes required to obtain U.S. Citizenship.  Even is re-adoption is not necessary in your county, it is a good idea to re-adopt in an effort to obtain an American Birth Certificate should your foreign adoption documents be lost and/or destroyed.  Often times, it is very difficult to obtain these foreign documents again.  An American Birth certificate is easy to obtain and may be necessary when applying for Kindergarten, a U.S. Passport, etc.  
Certificate of Citizenship

As of January 2004, when both adoptive parents travel overseas to finalize their adoption of a child adopted internationally from Russia, the child will automatically receive a Certificate of Citizenship from Citizenship and Immigration Services (CIS) within four (4) to eight (8) weeks after arriving to the United States with your child.  The Certificate of Citizenship will be mailed directly to your home.

Social Security Card and Number

Regardless of what you may have heard by State Departments and on the Internet, ALL AOPTIVE FAMILIES ARE REQUIRED TO APPLY for a Social Security number for your child.  You will need to complete Form SS-5 which is available for download at http:www.socialsecurity.gov/online/ss-f.html .  These services are free.

You will need to submit evidence of your child’s age, identity, and U.S. Citizenship and evidence of your identity.

      Age:  Social Security Office prefers to see your child’s original foreign birth            

      certificate and/or adoption decree.

     Identity:  Social Security Office must see a current document that has enough 
     information to identify you and your child.  Such documents include your child’s 
     Adoption Certificate and Adoption Decree.  For the parent’s identity, a Driver’s license 
     or Passport with suffice.

Therefore, the following documents must be taken with you to the local Social Security Office to apply for your child’s Social Security Number:

· Certificate of Citizenship

· Original Adoption Decree (with translation)

· Original Abandonment Decree (with translation)

· Original Birth Statement (with translation)

· Child’s Passport (from their birth country)

· Parent(s) Driver’s License or U.S. Passport

Consulate Registration

Registration with the Russian consulate should be completed while in Russia, if not, it is of utmost importance to contact our office to make arrangements for Consulate Registration.  Many adoptive families have chosen to pay a deposit with EAC and register here in the USA.  Please contact Sharon Berrow on Tuesday and Thursdays from 9:00am – 5:00pm at 800-533-0098 with your Consulate Registration questions.  
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